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DIRECTORY OF SUPPORT FOR
SCHOOL GROUNDS DEVELOPMENT AND USE
This directory of support has been produced by SEEF (Swansea Environmental Education Forum) to accompany the Good Practice Guide: Making the Most of Your School Grounds, which was published by SEEF in March 2011. This directory will be updated from time to time and is available, along with the guide, from the SEEF website – www.seeforum.org.uk.
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	Coeden Fach Community Tree Nursery

c/o Bishops Wood Countryside Centre, Caswell Bay, Swansea  SA3 3BS
coeden.fach@yahoo.co.uk
	· Supply of trees

· In-school talks and visits to our tree nursery

· On-going sessions at our nursery

· Work experience opportunities
· Information on permaculture, forest gardening, organic gardening and tree care

	Down to Earth Project

01792 346 566

info@downtoearthproject.org.uk
www.downtoearthproject.org.uk

	· Working with children and teachers on sustainable school ground design and development

· Working with children on the construction of sustainable outdoor classrooms

· Use of sustainable building methods and renewable technology

· Organic food production and animals

· Information and training on ESDGC and use of school grounds

· INSET and ADDs sessions
· Residentials and field trips on our 4 acre site near Bishopston, Gower

	Eco-Schools Wales
West Wales Officer

Min-y-Ceunant, 112 Cwmgarw Road, Brynamman  SA18 1DA

Gerry Taylor

01269 825137 / 07824 504792

gerry.taylor@keepwalestidy.org
www.eco-schoolswales.org
	· Support and assessment for Eco-Schools

· Practical advice on activities to reduce the school’s carbon footprint

· Workshops and INSET on biodiversity, composting & wormeries, waste minimisation, ponds, water saving.

· Help with land management, planting-up, urban landscapes.

· Practical work with Eco-Committees and Eco Clubs

	Field Studies Council

Margam Discovery Centre
Simon Ward, 01639 895636

enquiries.mp@field-studies-council.org
www.field-studies-council.org/margampark

	· Lead ESDGC / biodiversity / geography / history courses and activities both at Margam Park and in your school grounds e.g. habitats, Celts and Romans, sustainability and river studies.
· Advice and information on enhancing school grounds for biodiversity / using traditional skills

· Advice and activities to support ESDGC within the school grounds
· Support for achieving environmental awards e.g. Eco Schools, Swansea Sustainable Schools Scheme; and carrying out ecological surveys

· INSET sessions
· Extra curricular activities for students on the school grounds with respect to nature, the environment and ESDGC

	Forest School Swansea
Neath and Port Talbot

Awi Frances, 01792 367118

info@forestschoolsnpt.org.uk
www.forestschoolsnpt.org.uk
	· Range of CPD opportunities for all staff on general school grounds development, and the use of this space to enhance the curriculum

· Bespoke INSETs and ADDs sessions
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	Learning through Landscapes Cymru

Beechwood House Christchurch Road 

Newport  NP19 8AJ

01633 270365

Cymru@ltl.org.uk
www.ltl.org.uk/wales
	· Training: wide range of training modules available aimed at teachers, practitioners and advisors on the development and use of outdoor spaces for learning and play. Bespoke training packages are also available.

· Site visits: We offer a site visit service to help schools and settings make the most of their outdoor provision and practice

· Membership: LTL’s comprehensive membership service provides bi-monthly publications for EY settings, schools and school grounds professionals, free access to our advice service and discount on our training and support packages

· Website: our newly designed website offers many free resources to help make the most of outdoor learning and play as well as research and case studies

	Lisa Kirman

Ecological Design

Lisa Kirman, 07815 469938

l.kirman@tiscali.co.uk
	· Design and planning of school grounds for play and learning
· Interactive planning process involving children and staff through practical workshops and discussion
· Can coordinate and oversee practical works
· Will source other experts such as artists, landscape contractors, etc. if required

	MH Wildlife Survey

2 Tyn y Berllan, Craig Cefn Parc,

Clydach, Swansea  SA6 5TL

Martin Humphreys, 01792 842927

mhwildlifesurvey@btconnect.com.uk

	· Advice and practical support for all aspects of wildlife gardening (planning, designing, creation and maintenance) in school grounds to maximise wildlife interest.

· Management planning to provide a clear step by step guide for staff to follow that will improve school grounds for wildlife

· Carrying out ecological surveys

· Designing site specific recording programmes

· Providing field teaching programmes

	National Botanic Garden of Wales
Llanarthne, Carmarthenshire  SA32 8HG

Jane Richmond, 01558 667154

jrichmond@gardenofwales.org.uk
www.gardenofwales.org.uk
	· Wide range of taught programmes and tours of the garden available for all ages on plant science, outdoor classroom and sustainability

· Range of CPD opportunities for teaching and support staff on general school grounds development, vegetable gardening, wildlife gardening and using theses spaces better to enhance the curriculum

· Advice and information on funding opportunities, health and safety and best practice for developing school grounds
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	Nature Conservation Team

City and County of Swansea

Jo Mullett, 01792 635784
Jo.Mullett@swansea.gov.uk
www.swansea.gov.uk/natureconservationteam

	· Lead nature / biodiversity activities in your school ground e.g. national surveys, pond dipping, tree dating

· Advice and information on: enhancing school grounds for biodiversity; maximising learning about the natural environment; and best practice on school nature reserve management

· Support for: achieving environmental awards e.g. Eco Schools, Swansea Sustainable Schools Scheme; carrying out ecological surveys; and conforming to wildlife legislation
· INSET and ADDs sessions

	Nature Days

Field Studies Provider

Dawn Thomas, 01792 392919

Dawn.thomas@reynoldston.com
	· Lead nature activities in your school grounds, e.g. Forest school activities and curriculum based activities
· Consultancy on integrating outdoor learning with use of your school grounds into schemes of work
· Advice on using school grounds to teach Science and Geography
· INSET training on using school grounds for curriculum linked learning

	Out to Learn

Turi, 5 Brig-y-Don Hill,

Ogmore-by-Sea, Bridgend,
Vale of Glamorgan  CF32 0PS

Clare Revera

07590 834 993
c.revera@btinternet.com
www.outtolearn.co.uk

	· Training: full day, half day and twilight sessions LEA full day training sessions, Introduction to school grounds, use, design and management, Making the most of your space, Gardening with children all year round

· Consultancy: LTL accredited facilitation and consultation (developing your own school grounds), LTL school site visit service, LTL half and full day advice and consultancy

· Curriculum linked pupil workshops: willow - dried and living, environmental art, designing, planting and maintaining a themed garden/area in the school grounds, wildlife gardening, native hedge planting, allotment construction

· Forest School: regular sessions for children and young people using your own school grounds or a local woodland setting, Forest School taster days for teachers, woodland activity days
· Author of ‘Gardening in Schools All Year Round’

	Out to Learn Willow

Mor Don, 14 Main Road,

Ogmore-by-Sea, Bridgend,
Vale of Glamorgan  CF32 0PD

Clare Revera / Mel Bastier
01656 881007 / 07590 834993

info@outtolearnwillow.co.uk
www.outtolearnwillow.co.uk

	· Advice and support for all aspects of cultivation and use of willow

· Willow supply – School Willow beds, Living Willow Structure Kits, Classroom Willow Packs

· Living willow structure design and construction – giant flowers and plant supports for the school garden, willow sunflowers and snails, hedgerow hearts and hoops, crafts for Christmas

· Pupil Workshops: Building a Living Willow Structure, Willow Crafts for the Classroom, Willow Sculpture Design and Build

· Willow Weaving Courses
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	RSPB Cymru

Sutherland House,
Cowbridge Road East,
Cardiff  CF11 9AB

Jon Gruffydd, 02920 353044

Jon.gruffydd@rspb.org.uk
www.rspb.org.uk/wales 
	· Outdoor learning activities related to biodiversity and wildlife habitats

· Information and advice about projects designed for use in school grounds

· Online information and resources


	RSPCA Education

Claire Morris, Education Training and Development Adviser
07715 540407
cmorris@rspca.org.uk
www.rspca.org.uk/education 


	· Free educational resources for teachers to use in the classroom on the subject of developing the school grounds for wildlife, as well as other animal-welfare related topics

· Curriculum-linked lesson plans, photographs to download and print, interactive whiteboard resources

· Training sessions offered to groups of teachers or trainee teachers on how to deliver animal welfare education in the classroom

· All resources and support offered free of charge

	Sculpture by the Sea UK

Sara Holden, 01792 367571

info@sculpturebythesea.co.uk
www.sculpturebythesea.co.uk
	· Out of classroom environmental art workshops set in school grounds and/or local nature reserves/beaches run by trained artists. From Early Years to Key Stage 4. Learning about natural environment through art

· Site-specific sculpture for school grounds from variety of materials – willow, wood or metal to commission

· INSET: environmental art training for teachers

	Specialist Parks Service

City and County of Swansea

Steve Hopkins, 01792 205327
Steve.hopkins@swansea.gov.uk
www.swansea.gov.uk/parks

	· Design and construction guides for planters that can be used for growing, composting, etc.

· Advice and training about school grounds use and development, especially linked to planting, composting and the living environment

· Advice on funding for school grounds projects

· Lesson plan ideas for a range of activities and age groups linked to outdoor classroom initiatives

· Practical activities and workshops on seed sowing and growing plants at Ty’r Blodau in Singleton Park

	Swansea Community Farm
2 Pontarddulais Road,
Fforestfach, Swansea  SA5 4BA

Leila Roberts, 01792 578384
Leila@swanseacommunityfarm.org.uk
www.swanseacommunityfarm.org.uk
	· Purpose built fully accessible site demonstrating a variety of projects transferrable to the school grounds setting – raised beds, pond, bog garden, allotment, fire pit, woodland and hedgerow planting, composting and recycling

· Range of full and half day school visits for activities including Food & Farming, Composting, Animal tours and Teddy Bear’s picnic

· Assemblies, INSET and ADDS on composting, beekeeping, farm animals

· Incubation projects for schools
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