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Our interpretative nature and art projects and workshops aim to achieve an awareness of local natural environments and wildlife for school children, through observation and study in an artistic way. The stimulation of natural creativity and imagination through environmental art increases confidence and well-being for participants. The importance of sustaining and preserving natural places and wildlife is highlighted, giving the children a lifelong understanding and appreciation of nature.
We work all year round out of doors running workshops for schools through all the seasons. As well as spring and summer, autumn and winter are also wonderful seasons when the children can examine the bare structures of nature. Tree and landcape lines are prominent and exciting for the children to recreate in the form of both sketches and sculptures. Beautiful drawings can be made about the place and its wildlife revealing the lines, forms, patterns, colours and textures in nature and giving a sense of place and belonging. Activities may include experimenting with natural pigments found in their landscape for both sketchbook work and use in sculptures. Exciting and sustainable material willow, in a spectrum of colours, is used to weave, plait, twist and construct a variety of sculptures that link, inform, delight and impress. Sessions can also be held on the nearby beaches making sea sculptures, including turtles, starfish, octopuses and crabs. Activities may also include making beautiful sensory maps of the natural places (nature reserves, school grounds, etc.) - including incorporating /recording sounds we have heard (i.e bird song, wind rustling and blowing, etc.) for an all-round experience. Follow up days in school can be spent making sculptural shelters or models, based on things the children see on their trip for example: a lighthouse from recycled materials or making tiny birds from scrunched newspaper, paint and feathers
Children enjoy learning out of doors in the fresh air and having the opportunity to work in a more kinaesthetic 'hands on' way. Their natural curiosity is aroused through the natural art workshops, keeping focus and concentration levels high, boosting self-esteem and emotional well-being. The artworks produced are authentic and meaningful; about a place and its wildlife. Through our workshops, we aim to engage children and teachers alike with nature, teaching them about sustainable materials (grown, found and recycled) and inspiring them to look at and appreciate nature. During workshops we also highlight the beauty of special natural places and wildlife, educating and raising awareness helping to protect and sustain for future generations. We believe creative subjects are critical to a rounded education, inspiring children from all backgrounds to become the producers of tomorrow and apply creative thinking in all that they do. Without this, we are sure that the potential of our diverse and dynamic society will be limited. Our workshops link in with the National Curriculum by providing meaningful, relevant and motivating activities suitable for all learners, building on skills that are first developed during the Foundation Phase. In line with this, our project workshops especially fit in with curriculum design and technology requirements where learners design and make products by creating and developing ideas, as well as planning, making and reflecting on decisions and outcomes in terms of their finished product. Our workshops give learners the opportunity to develop, apply knowledge and understanding of both the cultural and environmental characteristics of Wales, as well as enhancing health and emotional well-being, moral and spiritual development. Through our work we encourage children and young people to become active citizens and promote sustainable development and global citizenship, as well as encouraging lifelong learning.
Artists: Sara Holden, Tina Cunningham and Ami Marsden
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PROJECT FEATURES AND TO BOOK WORKSHOPS, PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITES:- 
http://www.sculpturebythesea.co.uk/About%20Us.htm
http://www.artandeducationbythesea.co.uk/Schools%20page%202.htm
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