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Swansea Sustainable School Scheme 2010 Assessment Form

BIODIVERSITY






School: _____________________________________________

Level: BRONZE ___  SILVER ___  GOLD ___ ((or ()

Teacher: ____________________________________________
Please refer to the assessment guidelines before completing this form and submitting your application.

Put a tick or cross next to each action to indicate whether or not you have achieved it. Use the comment box to explain how it has been achieved or why it has not been achieved – use as much or as little space as you feel is appropriate. Also refer to any accompanying evidence (e.g. photos) that you are sending to support the action – all evidence should be labeled with the action code number. 
Once you have completed the assessment forms for at least three topic areas, please send them, along with any accompanying materials to: SEEF Coordinator, The Environment Centre, Pier Street, Swansea SA1 1RY. If you have any queries call SEEF on 01792 480200.
	BRONZE STANDARD: SCHOOL MANAGEMENT
	(or (

	BB1. An ecological survey of the school grounds has been carried out to discover what plants and animals are currently using the site, which takes account of seasonal and nocturnal activity
	

	Comment:



	BB2. Bird feeders are appropriately placed, thoroughly cleaned and regularly filled with suitable feed

	

	Comment:



	BB3. Drinking water is made available for animals visiting the school grounds

	

	Comment:



	BB4. Log piles are created in the school grounds to support invertebrates and the creatures that feed on them

	

	Comment:



	BB5. Some areas of grass are kept short so that birds and mammals are able to forage for ground-living creatures, and other areas are left to grow long to provide shelter for different creatures at different times in the year
	

	Comment:



	BB6. Harmful chemicals are not used to control pests or weeds e.g. slug pellets

	

	Comment:



	BB7. Peat-based composts and peat-pots are not used

	

	Comment:



	BB8. Litter is removed from the school grounds regularly to avoid creatures getting trapped or eating materials that can harm them
	

	Comment:




	BRONZE STANDARD: CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES
	(or (

	BB9. Every pupil learns about the flora and fauna of the school grounds at least once a year

	

	Comment:



	BB10. Every pupil has the opportunity to visit a green area outside the school at least once a year to learn about wildlife

	

	Comment:




	SILVER STANDARD: SCHOOL MANAGEMENT
	(or (

	BS1. A school grounds maintenance plan is in place which ensures that important tasks are not forgotten and that they are not carried out at times that will impact adversely on wildlife e.g. not pruning hedgerows during bird nesting season; not clearing ponds during the breeding season
	

	Comment:



	BS2. A variety of flowering plants are grown in the school grounds to ensure that a good supply of nectar is available for invertebrates
	

	Comment:



	BS3. Hedgerows and trees are planted within the school grounds or in the community to provide food, shelter and highways for wildlife
	

	Comment:



	BS4. Plants introduced into the school grounds are not invasive in nature and are sourced locally wherever possible

	

	Comment:



	BS5. Areas of brambles, ivy and nettles are retained in the school grounds to provide food, shelter and nesting space

	

	Comment:



	BS6. A natural water feature is maintained within the school grounds to provide drinking water and a habitat for a variety of creatures
	

	Comment:



	BS7. All wood purchased by the school is from approved sustainably managed woodlands e.g. certified by Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
	

	Comment:




	SILVER STANDARD: CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES
	(or (

	BS8. Every pupil has the opportunity to visit a green area outside the school at least once a term to learn about wildlife

	

	Comment:



	BS9. Biodiversity issues are incorporated into a variety of curriculum subjects and class projects

	

	Comment:



	BS10. Every pupil has the opportunity to take part in annual national surveys e.g. RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch; Nature Detectives Spring and Autumn Watch; the National Moth Count 
	

	Comment:




	GOLD STANDARD: SCHOOL MANAGEMENT
	(or (

	BG1. A variety of habitats are maintained within the school grounds attracting a wide diversity of species

	

	Comment:



	BG2. An open day has been organised to celebrate the flora and fauna in the school grounds with the wider community

	

	Comment:



	BG3. A school club or community group is involved in maintaining a school wildlife area or managing the school grounds for wildlife
	

	Comment:



	BG4. No artificial pesticides, herbicides or fertilisers are used in the school or school grounds


	

	Comment:



	BG5. Composting takes place in the school grounds to support a variety of decomposers and their predators

	

	Comment:



	BG6. A local green space is adopted by the school for curriculum use and pupils assist in its management for wildlife


	

	Comment:




	GOLD STANDARD: CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES
	(or (

	BG7. Every pupil has the opportunity to learn about the flora and fauna of the school grounds at least once a term

	

	Comment:



	BG8. Pupils help to maintain a record of the flora and fauna in the school grounds

	

	Comment:



	BG9. Pupils have the opportunity to collect and propagate local wild flower or tree seeds and replant them in the school grounds or local community sites
	

	Comment:
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